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Rich Client Platform
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IDE Components
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IDE specific Components
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Architecture



Extensions and Extension points

• Extension Points allow that functionality is 
contributed to a specific plugin which defines this 
extension point.

• The functionality can then be contributed by any 
plugin which defines an extension for the defined 
extension point. 

• Extension Point: Defines the possibility to add 
functionality.

• Extension: Uses the extension point to provide 
functionality, also known as contributions 



Example of Extensions and Extension 
points

• org.eclipse.ui.views knows how to display and 
control life cycle of every view

• org.eclipse.ui.editors knows how to display 
and control life cycle of every view

• Remember that you can create your own 
extension points!



Let’s create new Let’s create new 
ViewView



Example of Extension point

• Download the project from:
http://www.cs.put.poznan.pl/jjurkiewicz/GeeCon/Ex
ampleExtensionPoint.zip

• The project defines an extension point 
• Let’s have a look at the extension point 

definition
• Let’s create the Hello World Contributor!
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